
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Update –  

AGM February 2019 

 

The Building Committee take pleasure in submitting our report for 

consideration at the AGM on the 24th of February.  Our report below 

is a summary of what was recommended for approval by Parish 

Council at the last AGM, what has been happening since then and 

where we are currently up to.  We are not seeking any further 

approvals in this report.   

Last year’s AGM passed the following resolution: “This AGM 

recommends to the Parish Council and its Building Committee to 

proceed to the next stage of the investigation of the initial building 

concept that has been shared.”  

As was explained, this entailed formally commissioning our 

consultants, Augusta Advisors, to investigate the possibilities of a 

redevelopment of our site.  They were commissioned in June 2018, 
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with a suitable agreement executed between the Anglican Church 

Property Trust, at the request of the Parish Council and on our 

behalf. Since then, they have been paid $20,000 in instalments, with 

other fees only applicable in the case of a successful agreement 

being executed with a developer, and released deposits being 

negotiated that cover these fees.   

Since Parish Council engaged them, our property consultant has 

been focused on talking to potential partners, evaluating their 

interest and capability to deliver the project, investigating ways to 

increase the development capacity of our site through additional 

land acquisitions and meeting with us and the Diocese to keep us up 

to date with progress. 

The Building Committee has been focusing its attention on the 

design of a potential church facility, discussing options for rector’s 

accommodation, evaluating the potential partners against our own 

objectives and ethos, gaining Diocesan body approvals, responding 

to the questions raised by respondents and our consultant, and 

praying for God’s guidance.  John Brodie and David Burgess also 

attended a Churches and Property seminar to learn from other 

successful projects. 

It is fair to say that the investigations are taking longer than we 

expected.  This has been for a number of reasons such as a couple of 

potential developers being involved in bidding for another project 

and needing to first see that through, holiday breaks, additional 

participants being identified later in the process and the change in 

the property market conditions.  

So, where are things up to?  The following is a high level summary of 

the activities that have been undertaken by our consultants.  

 Identifying, approaching and negotiating with potentially 

interested and acceptable parties. 
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 Consideration of the optimum and scale of any proposal.  

 Review, advise and continue to negotiate on the responses as 

appropriate.  

 Provide regular updates to the TAC Building committee. 

 

Whilst we would love to be able to say how much longer we expect 

the process to take, we are somewhat reliant on the respondents to 

provide their submissions and so giving firm indications is not 

practical. 

We are of the view that this could be a really pivotal project for our 

church that will lay the platform for growth for many years to come 

so we want to make sure we give the project the right amount of 

time to succeed.  We have given the respondents some extensions of 

time so they can really understand the project, and provide the best 

proposal that provides us with the best value.  We would rather they 

take the time to understand it properly and come up with some good 

ideas rather than push them to hit a deadline. 

So, the next step for us is to wait for interested parties to refine their 

proposals. Following this, we envisage a period of meeting with 

potential partners to discuss with them their history, ethos, plans 

and capability to deliver the project they have detailed and to give 

the other potential partners the time they need to respond. Potential 

partners that do not meet our ethos have already been excluded 

from the process.  

Throughout the process we have made an effort to share where we 

are up to when we have something substantial to discuss.  In this 

type of process things can change quickly and so we don't want to 

spend the congregation’s time running through a number of differing 

possibilities without a concrete view that they could actually happen. 
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As such, should we come to a point where we believe we have a 

structure, building, development type and partner that could lead to 

a successful project for our church, we will come back to the 

congregation for another recommendation to Parish Council.   

In the meantime, we would value your prayers for the ongoing 

process, for our discussions with the respondents, and the entire 

process. Please pray that we would have a priority to reach our 

community with the gospel and that we would portray Christ to all 

that engage in the process. 

Please don’t hesitate to talk to one of us (listed below) should you 

wish to discuss things further, or send an email to 

building@toongabbieanglican.org.au, we would love to hear from 

you. 

 

The Building Committee 

 

Jon Flood, Emma Anderson, Peter Fowler, John Brodie, David Burgess 

and Raj Gupta 

February 2019 


